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until Your people passes through, HASHEM — until this people You have acquired passes through.
17 You will bring them and implant them on the mount of Your heritage, the foundation of Your

dweliing-place that You, HASHEM, have made — the Sanctuary, my Lord, that Your hands
established,

18 Haskem shall reign for all eternity!

19 When Pharaoh’s cavalry came with his chariots and horsemen into the sea and HASHEM
turned back the waters of the sea upon them, the Children of Israel walked on the dry land amid
the sea. &

2"Sl%in‘am the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took her drum in her hand and all the women
wertt forth after her with drums and with dances. 2! Miriam spoke up to them, “Sing to HASHEM
for He is exalted abouve the arrogant, having hurled horse with its rider into the sea.”

1.9 1 — Hastem shall reign. Just as He demolished the
fength of Egypt, so may He reign forever, saving His follow-
from those who seek their harm (Ramban). May it be His
¥l that He alone reign forever, without anyone believing
B any other power has strength, independent of Him
ffomo).

5tolbn Ezra, this verse is part of the Song; it is the last in
gy:ccount of miracles, saying that the waters flooded the
fgyptians on one end of the sea, while the rest of the waters
il formed walls to protect the Jews who were walking

*IB 9 VY0 X3 ¥5 — When Pharaoh’s cavalry came. Accord-

oss on dry land.
According to the consensus of commentators, however,

&thon the Torah and the Siddur (where this passage is part
¥the Momning Service), this verse is not part of the Song.
?nmg the interpretations-are that it informs us that the
fssang their praise while they were stil inthe seabed and

2 e Gl 0fR Toad L Ak

18, 1y1 095 750 ‘1 — HASHEM shall reign for all eternity. In the Talmud, R’ ' ) .
Yosei HaGlili is quoted as saying that if the Children of Israel had used the  19.1¥78 IO K3 *3 — When Phatfioh’s cavalry came. According to Ibn Ezra; s
Xpresent tense, saying, “Hashem is King foreyer and ever,” no nation in the world Zthis verse is part of the Song. It exalts the dual miracle which occurred at the Seas
would have ’been able to rule over them. But they only proclaimed the Divine that even while the Israelites walked on dry land in the midst of the sea, the
‘reig for the di ; thereby displaying a lack of confidence. They did horses of Pharach were being crushed by the cascading waters. However,
not believe that it was time for the nations to acknowledge God's reign. Their umbgm cont'en.ds that this verse is not part of the Song. He P°i.“t5 out that. it
lack of trust had its consequences. The other nations refused to accept the God corresponds neither to the style of the Song nor to the terminology of its
of Israel and continued to scorn His people (Sfas Emes). prophegies. He explains that this verse serves as an introduction to the next twa
In the translation of Onkelos he uses both the present tense and the future verses concerning Miriam’s song. In support of this interpretation, Abudraham
_tense 6 discourage any misconception that God's reign is not firmly established notes that the daily prayer associated with the Song ends by repeating the
both now and in the future a’gphrase 7% i1, Hashem shall reign (v. 18). However, the paragraph break in the
Onkelos’ translation was adopted by those who designed the prayer services, Torah between verses 19 and 20 [denoted by the letter peh], is consistent with
as indicated in the {1"¥% 823, A redeemer shall come to Zion, prayer. There we the view of Ibn Ezra that the Song ends with v. 19.
find recognition of God's present reign in the verse which is to be said out louds &
NTmRa

[

Holy, haly, holy,. . . blessed is the glory of Hashem. A later verse, to be sai‘d
quietly, states xip%y Mm%y noy% orp mnabe N, Hashem, His kingdom is
established forever and ever, which is actually Onkelos’ translation of our verse
(Abudraham).
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You shall bring them and implant them on the rmount of Your heritage,
the foundation of Your dwelling-place, which You, HASHEM, have made: the
Sanctuary, my Lord, that Your hands established.

~  HASHEM shall reign: for all eternity. HASHEM shall reign for all eternity.
(HasHeEM — His kingdomds established forever and ever.) When Pharaoh’s
cavalry came — with his chariots and horsemen — into the sea and .
k the waters of the sea upon them, the Children of Israel e
Z:::; Z)"zmtiib;rz fpeed amid tI:e sea Cif)azzan—For the souefeign'ty s B Y33 M rop b v bR 1 ®enm %71 vaRa wrman pom HJHT*
Hastem's* and He rules over nations.' The saviors will ascend Mpurff  RIPRID 70 TP 1PRW by TIMRY PR 713791 1TIIK5 W »RAY 007 AW
Zion to judge Esau's mountain, and the kingdom will be HASHEM's.2 Then Yy Yrp mpxan 9op RS9 J70P0 R7I D 27m3 AGRINT XM a7 wyma
HasHEM will be King over all the'world, on that day HASHEM will be One and TS FT 0D DWW n7on 553w A a— N ——

is Name will Be ©ne.? (And in Your Torah it is written: Hear O Israel: "
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HasHEM is our God, HASHEM, the One and Only. %) «
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master, teacher, and leader, the gaon, holy lamp, my teacher and PO o 933w 55 wansw meh soua m PoD AN M
leader, Rav Dov Berish, zt’l, said that this is why it is called ‘Esther,’ DUPMY e nawmea wpah e bk opona A mabn

for the miracle was be-hester — concealed within natural occur- M5 MR S msbien M uew meps nwnes o ot
rences.” This is the basis for the explanation of Megillas Esther M3 pon By we s pnnby 1aabony e ewh i e b
connoting that it reveals (megalleh) all that was concealed (hester). AP 113 M TRD A M AN Aapn pon S b wone
The blessed Administrator of the world is hidden and concealed, so (DRI e propan menn e b oy powa s b e
r;uch so, that sometimes it appears as if what transpires is merely WK B Ay won B 23 Y5 W g ooy phe
an accumulation of random incidents. The reason the name of D 1 8N MINONT Tnaw ymaba uh mhr 1apmy pnnehy wpah
Hashem is not mientioned explicitly in the Megillah, as is well- AP B B TR mmes mowe v nn 1% Senen 9

known, is because the miracles did not happen in a revealed, ()D' NPT T2 MRS D73 N S%ws 593 WK At pios noves
y ey ;

exposed way. Nonetheless, this holy Megillah and this sanctified, ST PR RN meens oo wn ks Tk Y e A
, - L 14 o L}

extraordinary and splendid holiday of Purim has uncovered and TR MBI M WP WY wnson o uHp mes W o

(

i
publicized very clearly to all that there is a Hand directing every DA WK Y 503 Tien ) ny v nD_n m oo’ i
slight nuance in this world. It was unveiled that “the Creator, | TN W g nwps P03 NTak iy J2R) b
blessed be His name, is the Creator and Leader of all creatures, and . :?: n? YW DU (e vy Yorw) VN T T w9y v .
He alone, has made, makes, and will make everything.”! SN TVIPA TR PR MPI MR P DT R Oxwens ©

B Tom h v oYY M oe MEA o Svans i

Therefore, from hFre we should learn, internalize, and be W v Sach b b i .
continuously cognizant of the fact that anything and everything - 2" 82730 D3P 21 MOt nomw Sy
which occurs in the world at large, and with us personally, is all o . "Zi“__’ﬂilh‘ﬂgjl@émﬁ
done, through the hidden direction of the King of all kings, 3 .

Hakadosh Baruch Hu.Himself, with His majesty. And alth:)ugh Itis for this same reason, then, that Bnei Yisrael at krias Yam Suf did not sa
we are not always privileged to reveal and understand the true qy)n%w5q9nm, but rather, W n‘g’y‘?.qu . By saying ¥) 091 1m 1 the;,
&?Brpose and objective of what transpires, nevertheless, we must would have forfeited their bechirah. HaKadosh Baruch HL'l “;Ouid Ha‘veybeen
afzkpowledge that there.is no such thing as something “just _.recogni'zed as King of the universe, and this would have resulted in their
happening” or being a “natural occurrence™ 4t all. For although :hme r;?sla;;;?; d::;: PR c;:ed set.“ement of Eretz Yisrae‘i’an.d the building of
g“His glory is above the heavens;” above and beyorid anyone and 2s the capital of the Malchus Shamayim on earth. This

: ' would have brought about the euphoric period of yemos haMashiach, whi
anything, in spite of this, “He looks down so low, in the heavens s the ultimate goal of mankind in the world. ! o vl

Lan, d upon the earth” — He sees and directs every nuance of our “kiowever, Bnei Yisrael, fearing the loss of their bechirah, preferred to say
lives (Tehilim 1135.6). , only "1y1 07y 75% ', that the universal recognition of Malchus Shamayitn
v 7 will occur at some time in the future. But for now, they wi i
‘ . . , they wished to continue to
s ; RAY : P
2 244 RAV SCHWAB ON PRAYER use their bechirah in their avodas Hashem.
_ ) In ac€ordance with our mi AR
* one word™f it!) Why, then, did Bnei Yisrael not declare right there and then, hichf ance W‘th oL minhag, we do not say the pasuk, Wy I9 O K33,
e which follows the opinion of the Ramban, who'says that it is not a part of the
y1 097 3 ! shirah (see Ramban, Sh : i
B O o & the reason for this, let us look back for a morment at 1 ( . ohemos 15:19). However, those who do say it follow

\ . other opinions that i iti i : g
Adam HaRishon in Gan Eden. Although he had the opportunity to eat from part ofﬂg-.e siiiiah at include the reciting of this pasuk since they hold it is a
the eitz hachaim, Tree of Life (Yaxn 93K 137 Yy 920, Of every tree of the T
garden you may freely eal; Bereishis 2:16), and this would have assured him

everlasting life, Be did not do so. The reason was because he knew thatrtgy_‘ &3 Kt HlfS CL _
oing so he would lose his bechirah, his freedom of choice. . . . . )
[Ed. note: Unfortunately, the Ra—vﬁ not explain the reason for this. One This nxon is a7 it is a supreme gift of grace which God has granted

can only presume he meant that an assurance of everlasting life would  to His noblest creation, man. For man’s superiority and major distinction
presuppose that he — and the rest of mankind — would not have the ability  is freedom: By the exértion of his free will, he is capable of remaining on
to sin. And this would mean that man would not posséss a moral freedom  the heights of what is morally good; he can avoid evil and practice good-
of choice, with which he would have the ability to freely choose to avoid'  ness in freedom. But thisfreedom is found only in man who also has the
evil and practice goodness without any compulsion. However, this un-  ability to sin. For sensuality entices man with its allurements, but he has
avoidably presupposes that he could also not sin. And the avoidance of sin been endowed with the power to resist it by the determination of his free

. % a1y ) Pt R . . . .
by his own free will is man’s greates‘t superl‘onty over all other of ;Ia};adosh will. By repeatedly exerting this powey, he acquires the virtue of moral
Baruch Hu's creatures. Adam HaRishon did not want to lose this by par- purity and attains closeness to God.

taking of the eitz hachaim. See Rav Samson R. Hirsch to Bamidbar 28:15.]

Similarly. after Matan Torah, we find HaKadosh Baruch Hu saying to .However, were it not for man’s ability to sin, and were it not for sin’s
Moshe Ral})ll’)einu Unirtyym 53 r;x “wSY riK AR, R AT 0235 T enticement to man, &e would not be a man but an animal or an angel,
o, If only their hearts would remain as they are presently: (resolved) to who do not deviate fron:l their appointed path” [cf. Yechezkel 11; hj,
fear Me and to keep ali of My commandments all of the days (Devarim 5:26). would npt bea human being who serves God in freedom. e

Paraphrasing, Hashem said: If only (“it is to be wished that") this level ?f !
yiras Shamayim would remain with Bnei Yisrael forever! This means that - 1

HaKadosh Baruch Hu, although He has the ability to control everything,
has restricted Himself in the area of bechirah, and does not interfere with \‘
the human being’s freedom of choice. He can “only wish” that Bnei Yisrael
will maintain their present level of yira§ Shamayim. The Gemara (Avodah
Zarah 5a) comnments on this that Brei Yisrael should have responded to
HaKadosh Baruch Hu: nnx 10, “We_agree; please fulfill this wish!” The
reason they did not do so was because they did not want to have their yiras
3 Shamayim preordained by HaKadosh Baruch Hu. Rather, they wanted to ‘
ri§e to this level on their own, through their bechirah. ‘

e T
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ashem had hardened Phardoh’s heart by removing his quality

of bechirah, his freedom of choice.
" Unique among all creatures, man alone was created betzelem
Elokim, in the image of God. He possesses bechirah, freedom of choice,
and does not live by the dictates of instinct. Rambam (Hilchos Teshuva
6:3), however, writes that should man sin greatly enough, or accustom
himself to sinning, he may lose his freedom of choice and thereby
prevent himself from being able to repent. As an example, Rambam
cites Pharach, who lost his bechirah because he enslaved Klal Yisroel.
TFl"hrough sin, Pharaoh had corrupted himself to the extent that he was
ne longer worthy of possessing freedom of choice. Pharach was now in

essence No different from an ammal a puppet that acts in accordance
with its masters promptings. In this case. “So, that I shall place these
signs of mine in his midst” — Pharaoh was the means through which

Hashem was 10 show His supremacy.

, 9% O Shemos / Beshalach

3

The association between the drowning of Pharaoh’s hordes and the
ventual acceptance of Hashem’s kingdom may even be more prot
%{ound As the future tense of 91 'n1, He will reign, indicates, the dream
£ mersal’g:ceptance of Hashem’s kingdom will be delayed until the
S ond of known history’ This is because one of Hashem’s objectives in

rias Yam Suf — that the Eqyptians should recognize His presence (W

EmouRd o1¥n) — was not stotally realized. Since Pharaoh’s hordes
«b perished in the sea, never getting the opportunity to appreciate Hashem,
© God’s sovereignty has been delayed until that fulire date when. as
- Yeshayahu (66:19) relates, refugees.from the final battles before
« Mashiach’s arrival will propagate Hashem’s glory among all men_(y7m
: prha *7923 NN,

K Had the Egyptians survived and emerged on_the other side of the
- Yam _S_uLMpQr_gpg;e*ci_to_gell mankind of Hashem’s might, filled with His
. compassion, then 79n 'n, His kingddom would have been recognized

now, with no postponement.!

This delay may have partially been Klal Yisrael’s fault. As Rashx notes,
those Jews whose faith was deficient needed some concrete proof of the
Egyptians’ defeat; it was provided in the form of corpses swept ashore
(Toras Moshe 2b 150 'n n''7, second reference). 9\8
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THE MEETING OF THE WATERS

In the Torah's account of Creation, following its descnptlon of what
took place on each of the days, the Torah tells us that God® 'saw that it

was “geod.” The only exception to this pattern occurs on the second

day oF-€feation, where we find no mention of God's evaluation of the
works of the day. The Midrash (Bereishis Rabbah 4:6) views this devia-
tion from the Torah’s pattern as an indication of some occurrence that
“tainted” the essence of the second day. In a series of days that were

characterized by the building of a utoplan environment, the second day

somehow failed to measure up to the pertectlon of the others. What was

it that marred the quality of that day and effaced its inherent

“goodness”?
&
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19 This verse concludes the Song with the memory of the event that in—.
3 L‘\' 'spired it. Everything ,;_@EIQYEIMgiAng-pumanz political powers;
" Qn the second day, “God separated the waters Below the firma-

raent from the waters above the firmament” (Bereishis 1:7). It is to this
event that the Midrash calls to our attention, telling us thatitis why the
word good is not used in the description of that day’s creative events.

The commentators explain that the physical reality in which we
livg is actually a mirror image of the spiritual world. In fact, there exists
apoint in time and space at which these two dimensions converge. The
geographical location of this portal between the physical and the spiri-
tEl reajms of existence is on Mount Moriah, at the site of the Beis
HaMikdash. The area occupied by the Holy of Holies serves as a two-"
way passageway, which accommodates the exchange of energy be-
tyeen the physical and the spiritual elements of life.

The closer the relationship between these two dimerisions in any
gjven sgtting, the more life energy there is that flows back and forth be-
tween them. The second day of Creation is characterized, not by cigse-
ness and unity, but by a quality of separation. The separation between
“the waters below” and “the waters above” which occurred on the sec-
ond day prefigured the cataclysmic separation between the ohvsicalﬁ‘

and the spiritual 'dimensions, which would coincide with the destrucs
tion of the Beis HaMikdash thousands of years after Creation.
! 35 Ig our times, we have become so accustomed to the absence of a
strong connection to the spiritual realm that we take for granted the
great chasm that exists between the physical mode of existence and the
spiritual Jimension. Nevertheless, it reflects a serious flaw in the natu-
ral order of life, and we would do well t6 nurture within ourselves an ap-
preciation of the fact that filis state is far from ideal. The incongruity
that has developed between the physical and the spiritual dimension is
anything but “good,” gnd that incongruity lies at the source of this
world’s conspicuously imperfect statésSince this disharmonious condi-
tion is somehow anticipated in the separation of the waters on the sec-
ond’day, the word good is absent from the Torah’s account of the events
of that day of Creation. ‘ f
Ideally, the spiiitual‘wqud and the physical world should be one,
functioning together in a confluence of exalted existential “goodness.”
’@é Jewish people once experienced this*utopian goodness momen-
tarily, at the shores of the Reed Sea, when the columns of water that had
offered safe passage to the Jewish people came crashing down upon the
Egyptian troopss The convergence of the divided segments of the Reed

God overpowering the forces of nature; His love, saving, guiding, bring-
ing home and planting His people; Israel’s mission to serve and to
glorify God; God’s reign over the entire earth, beginning here with His

Sea represents a ¢ertain rectification of the world condition, a union be-;
tyeen “the waters above” and “the waters below.” This physical mani-
festation of the br}‘c;iging of the chasm between the upper and the lower’
dimensions resulted in an amazing phenomenon: it elevated the Jew}ish"

people to the 'extraordinary level of receptivity to divine revelation _'that'
’kv:ill characterize the Messianic era. At that time, when the Third Temple

will be built, its site will once again unite the physical and the spiritual
¥ dimensions ih ways that all of mankind will see and feél.

his rather startling juxtaposition of the glorious ideal of Hashem’s.
. kingdown 5hd the shameful end of Pharaoh’s hordes may bg..
™ explained in an allegorical fashion: For Hashem’s sovereignty to_
.be recognized by all men, the conditioss present during krias Yam Suf
gg il have to be replicated: swirling, the wicked drowning in the turbulent
gﬁafaf the righteous somehow walking through the sea’s “dry land,”
"&%geeping their moral compass in a world gone adrift. When that blessed
2y arrives, when ‘Klal Yisrael will again tread that dry land a‘r«r-l_ia;t“the

. niverse’s turbulence, then 11 B5p% Tow. 1, HASHEM will reign forever
%%t Toras Moshe 25b 'nmvry =

s

intervention in the course of history — all this they saw with their own
eyes, "31.X2 >, from the fact that Pharaoh’s horses . ..

e .
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In the opinion of R Saadyah Gaon, the conjunction 3, when, should be read

" 0 auv 5 DN
as jpj Thus, this verse introduces the reason for Israel's confidence in the ™Y ‘ oM YW I

statement of the previous verse: Hashem shall reign for all eternity " . "for’ the
cavalry of Pharaoh came. The assurance of Hashem's kingship is based on the
‘miracle of the ultimate destruction of Israel’s enemies. Such miracles prove that
.God rules as Absolute Master over men and nature. And so, as their hymn of
thankfulness concludes, the Israelites summarize in several telling words the
stirring experience which they have just witnéssed: the mortal enemy has finally
met destruction and Israel continues with a firm step amid the turbulent waves
of history. The God of justice and love is King over the earth and His reign will
extend over all‘mankmd (See also Gittin 90a and Tosafos there.)

1

Chazzan~ Praises to the Supreme God, the blessed One Who is blessed.

Moses and the Children of Israel exclaimed a song to You with great joy and 2
they all said:

“Who Is like You among the heavenly powers, HASHEMI ‘
Who is like You, mighty in holiness,
too awesome for praise, daing wonders,’” .
Chazzan~ With a new song the redeemed ones praised Your Name at the |
seas{;ore all of them in unison gave thanks, acknowledged [Your}
soverptgnty, and said: * )
- ; ““HAsHEM shall reign for all eternity.’’*

It is forbidden to interrupt or pause between “Who redeemed Israel’’
and Shemoneh Esrel, even for Kaddish, Kedushah, Borchu or Amen.

"WYX Chazzan— Rock of Israel, arise to the aid of Israel and liberate, as
You pledged, Judah and Israel. Our R&: deemer — HASHEM, Master of 4

R Legions, is His Name — is the Holy One of Israels® Blessed are You, HASHeN, .
Who'redeemed Israel. .
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L{,? . Since the two pesukim, 1303 and 1y 077 1517, are the high points
of the Shirah, the minhag is for the entire kahal to say them tc together, as as our

forefathers did, 7y 139mm 1in a‘::a m,
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